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Binding a Drop Down List in InfoPath to a SharePoint List
Binding controls to a SharePoint list is a very simple process, and let’s one central place potentially provide data to several forms and other applications
Prerequisites:

Office 2007 with InfoPath
WSS 3.0 or MOSS 

Directions:

1. While in design mode on an InfoPath form, from the top menu toolbar select Tools>>Data Connections
2. “Select Create a new connection to:”, then select “Receive data”

3. Click Next

4. Select “SharePoint library or list”

5. Click Next

6. In the text box, enter in the url to the SharePoint site that contains the List you want to connect to

7. Click Next

8. Choose the list that you want to retrieve data from
9. Click Next

10. On the next screen, check all the fields that you want to use in your form
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The SharePoint list has the following fields that you can select from.
Select fields:
Points
Description
D
[] Content_Type (Content Type)
[ Modified
[ created
[] created_By (Created By)
[ Modified_By (Modified By)
[ version

Include data for th form only





Figure 1
11. Click Next

12. Click Next

13. Click Finish

14. Right click the Drop Down list you want to bind to the SharePoint list, then select “Drop-Down List Box Properties”

15. In the List box entries section, select “Look up values from an external data source”
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Figure 2
16.  Click the icon to the right of the “Entries” text box

17. On the next screen, expand the nodes using the “+” symbol until you reach one with the same name as SharePoint List Data Connection.  Make sure that text is highlighted, then click “OK” 
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Figure 3
1. Click the icon next to the Value Text Box, and then select the field you want to use as the List Box item’s value (the value stored when a user submits the form).

2. Click the icon next to the Display name Text Box, then select the field you want to use as the List Box item’s display name (the value that a user sees when they are filling out the form).

3. Click OK

4. Click Apply

5. Click OK

6. Congratulations, you have just bound a Drop-Down list in InfoPath to a SharePoint List.  Click the “Preview” button at the top of the screen to see your list in action.  
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